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Editorial 
By the time these words appear the majority of those who attend Library Association Con- 
ferences will have made tentative arrangements for their visit to Margate in June. Already, 
we understand, adhesions are coming in as many in number as for any September conference, 
and, if this is so, the fact will reassure those who have doubts of the wisdom of the change 
from September to June. We give on other pages some outline of the programme and in 
Letters on Our Affairs are presented with a Study of the subjeéts of the papers. Here we can 
Concentrate upon one or two important points. . 


* * 


The most interesting experiment that the L.A. is making on a generous grant from the 
Rockefeiler Trust is a survey of libraries, whose obje& is primarily to colle& material for the 
Bureau of Library Information which is becoming an important feature of its work at Chaucer 
House. Already Mr. L. R. McColvin has gone to America, where he will be followed by 
Mr. J. D. Stewart and Dr. Offor. The Continent of Europe is parcelled out amongst several 
experts ; and, as for Great Britain, a representative has been appointed to visit every library, 
or as many as possible. This enquiry is not an inquisitorial inspection but a friendly visit 
to elicit information about any special features a library may have, and to exchange ideas. 
It will not, we understand, lead to criticism of any sort. As the results must be good, we are 
sure every librarian will collaborate. 

* * * * * * 

Library estimates are receiving more sympathy to-day than in many years past, but there 
is a danger that something may be lost this year. From various quarters we hear of increases 
in the rates of towns and counties, and there is generally an endeavour to keep them at last 
year’s level or to reduce them. Im one or two towns projeéted developments have 
accordingly been delayed. We think this to be a passing phase. Libraries have proved 
themselves in so many places, and in spite of the occasional description of them as “ luxuries,” 
have to a large part of the community become an essential service. ‘ 

* * * 

In the last edition of Brown’s Manual the statement appeared that while municipal 
libraries had certain technics of their own, in the fundamental things—book cataloguing and 
classification, binding, storage, staff-training—they and the libraries of universities and other 
bodies had much in common. It really is to be deplored that any such division of the service 
as is implied in the statement that “ public and other librarians are different” should exist. 
Each may have special problems ; it is foolish to deny it ; but there are surely many problems 
which have common interest. For this reason we wish our non-public library colleagues 
would join us more often, and insist upon their own subjeés and values with us. The public 
librarian is blamed for usurping public meetings, association programmes and library journals. 
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There is, of course, more of him. But what can he do when his non-public librarian colleague 
“keeps out of things ” ? 
* * * * * * 

“ Browsing in municipal free libraries is, of course, mental parish relief.” This altogether 
polite Statement is uttered by James Agate, in an article in The Bookseller ; and in a later issue 
Petrel ” affirms that the rich buy books only because they are rich “ and do not like the idea 
of handling dirty and infectious disease from the libraries or the trouble of changing them.” 
James Agate knows something of the fantasy of the theatre and is a writer of fi€tion, and 
probably desires his Statement to be considered in that light; and, as for “ Petrel,” we may 
advise him that of all book-supplying institutions the only one that striétly and with legal 
compulsions guards against inte Be is the public library. It is easier to get infeétion from 
books in a busy bookshop than in such a library. Frankly, we grow tired of the misrepresen- 
tations uttered by those who speak for the trade, or imagine they do ; they should = their 
faéts and endeavour to mend their manners. 
* * * * * * 


Lately there has been “ damnable iteration” of the trite truth that a knowledge of 
library methods is not the whole of librarianship. Of course it is not; art, or the higher 
practice of any craft, always begins where technique ends; but, we affirm, where it ends, 
and not in front of it. Mr. Jast, the latest to enunciate the theory in our admirable quarterly 
contemporary, The Library Review, cannot be expeéted to preface his assertions with the indis- 
putable one that he is the most skilful library methodologist of his day ; and young librarians, 
unaware of this vital omission and reading so weighty an utterance, feel that they need not 
learn anything of the library arts. They have, Heaven knows, distractions enough from their 
job and temptations innumerable to negle& it. It is nevertheless true that what differentiates 
a librarian te om any sympathetic bookman is a knowledge of library technique added to 
general culture ; both are necessary, but no technique, no librarian, is indisputable. 

* * * * * * 

We commend to the attention, of young librarians especially, a capital little book 
published by Nelson, The Book World, in which several well-known authors, publishers and 
craftsmen write to explain the genesis, production and distribution of books. Two chapters 
are especially notable : a sane and restrained account of the public library, by Charles Nowell, 
and an attractive account of the circulating library by F. R. Richardson. “ Circulating library ” 
is now an idiomatic name for commercial lending library, but it does suggest a library which 
itself circulates. Mr. Richardson suggests that the value to the book trade of this type is that 
it extends the reading public, and he thinks the rise of twopenny libraries proves this. A 
proportion of the readers will gradually seek better fare, in fi€tion first and then in other 
classes. We hope so; since the supply in public libraries of a certain amount of mediocre 
fiction has always been defended on the claim that it leads to something better. 


* * * * * * 


We believe that the peak of the twopenny libraries has been reached and, indeed, over- 
passed. Some public libraries tell us that the readers they had lost, de prey to these, are 
already co back. Brilliant, often misleading, jackets and calculated blurbs will nox long 
defend pes vacuity, or give a Stale reprint the necessary virility to hold even hardened 
novel-readers. What saddens us is the seeming disloyalty and selfishness in the book publishing 
and selling trades the existence of these libraries seems to imply. The supply of books to them 
cannot be done in any relation to a net books agreement of any kind. It seems impossible 
to circulate at twopence a time any novel published at 1os., 8s. 6d. or 7s. 6d., unless they have 
come onto the market at a much lower rate than the ordinary bookseller is compelled to pay. 
We make no attack on booksellers ; libraries, however, desire to have good ones and rejoice 
in their success. They are the agents and it is to be presumed the mainstay of most — 
and of all really reputable ones. How then are they thus undersold ? If the bookselling trade 
were really a consolidated body the twopenny library could not have occurred. 
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Library Association Conference, Margate, 
June 8-12th, 1936. 


Presidential Address by Mr. Ernest A. Savage, F.L.A. 

Public Meeting addressed by Mr. Hilaire Belloc. 

“ Library Staffs,” by Mr. W. G. Fry and Mr. W. Pollitt. 

“ The Planning and Lay-out of County Library Headquarters Buildings,” by Mr. R. Irwin. 
“ Reading for Youth,” by Mr. W. Benson Thorne. 

“ The Library and Leisure,” by Mr. L. R. McColvin. 


“ What we do and why”: Short papers by Miss S. P. T. Jacka, Mr. E. J. Hawkins, 
Mr. L. White, Mr. H. Wilson, etc. 


“ Library Work with Children” : Three papers by Miss P. T. M. Corbett, Miss E. G. Hayler 
and Miss Watt-Smith. 


“ Personal Contaés with Rural Readers,” by Miss M. C. Stanley-Smith. 


We do not know the Presidential subje&, and if we say that the most important session 
is that to be held on June 11th, it is because we do know that “ Government control and 
inspedtion of libraries,” which is then to be discussed, is a subje& which concerns every public 
librarian, and especially every young librarian, vitally. The discussion is to be opened by 
Colonel Mitchell and Mr. Berwick Sayers, and although we are given no indication of the 
respective sides the speakers are to take we can hazard the guess that Colonel Mitchell will 
favour control. Few men who are not professional librarians have so full a grasp of the work 
and significance of public libraries. On the other hand, Mr. Sayers has been in the service 
all his working life and is certainly in a position to assess the advantages and drawbacks of such 
control. To say more would be to commit us to partiality in a matter which now requires 
the considered opinion of library authorities and librarians to determine it. Control of course 
means inspection and implies grants ; otherwise it has no meaning. Our readers will weigh 
ah implications of this statement and come with some thought-preparation to this 

ssion. 


Unlike last year’s Presidential Address, which was postponed owing to Mr. Salter Davies’s 
absence in Canada, this year’s will be given according to tradition. We are bound to 
anticipate something good and original, because Mr. Savage has a reputation for personal 
thinking, original conceptions, a talent for irony and pointed utterance as well as an enviable 
power of investing old things with new meanings. His devastating but sterling paper, “‘ Rake’s 
progress,” which made the December number of the L.A. Record memorable, was evidence 
enough to those who did not know of what he is capable. He has arrived at the presidency 
after forty years of service, for at least thirty of which he has been known wherever librarian- 
ship is known. We expeé much of him, and if his address should be without some element 
of surprise as well as of permanence we shall have been much mistaken. Every aspect of 
librarianship will be represented as is customary. The discussion on “ Reading for Youth,” 
which Mr. Benson Thorne is to initiate should be of particular value. We have not yet 
solved the problem of the ’teens. _Staff-training, children’s work, and the odd problems 
suggested by “ What we do and why ” are the A.A.L. contribution. The County librarians 

concern themselves with County headquarters, and personal relations with rural readers. 
Our University members will consider systematic bibliography and also microphotography. 
A general session will hear Mr. Jast on “ Bibliography and the deluge ; I accuse,” whatever 
that may be; it is sure to be exciting. Hilaire Belloc will address a Public Meeting, and 
there will be an excursion to Canterbury and Rochester ; the Annual Dinner ; and last, but 
by no means least, an Exhibition which we hope all our readers will examine. 
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Long-period Loans. 
By F. Resentiscu, A.L.A. (Tottenham Public Libraries). 


Tue fourteen or fifteen day loan period is almost universal in English public libraries, and is, 
generally speaking, quite satisfactory as far as the general reader is concerned. Students 
and others using books for detailed study, however, frequently complain that the necessity 
for regular renewals at short intervals is irksome, and they can sometimes be heard to make 
reference to red tape. I believe that most librarians recognize the claims of such students, 
and often make concessions in the form of longer loan periods to individual readers, but as 
far as I have discovered in what is, I admit, a very limited investigation, it is not the general 
practice to make long-period loans as a matter of ordinary routine. 

All libraries allow the renewal of books at the end of the normal loan period if they 
are not wanted by other readers. There is no difference in principle between this and issuing 
the books in the first place for a long period, and the few praétical difficulties of the latter 
method can quite easily be overcome. A system of what we call “ pre-renewals ” was adopted 
at Tottenham a little over a year ago as an experiment, and has proved so satisfactory that 
it has been decided to continue it indefinitely. 

A small notice is displayed on the catalogue cabinets informing borrowers that special 
arrangements can be made if books are wanted for long periods for study purposes, and 
asking those interested to enquire of the staff for further details. Information is also given 
in the “ Guide to the Library Service.” Only certain classes of books are issued by this 
method, fiction, essays, popular, etc., being, of course, excluded, and a fee of one penny is 
charged for the service to pay the cost of reminding the borrower when his book is due for 
return. 

Our issue is arranged by book accession numbers, the readers’ tickets being inserted in 
the book-card pockets. The readers’ tickets are two and a half by two and three-quarter 
inches in size, and are coloured white for general tickets and green for non-fiction and music. 
A reader asking for a special loan is asked to fill in a small pink voucher 2} inches by three 
inches in size—that is, a quarter of an inch more in height than the readers’ tickets—worded 
as follows : 


TOTTENHAM Pusiic LIBRARIES. 


PRE-RENEWAL VOUCHER. 


I wish to retain the book 


for Examination purposes. 

la to return the book 
before that date if it is required 
by another reader. 


*A period of not more than three 
months is allowed. 
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When this voucher has been filled in and the authority of a member of the senior staff 
obtained for the loan, it is placed behind the reader’s ticket in the book-card pocket and filed 
in the ordinary issue. The larger size and different colour of the vouchers makes these special 
loans easily distinguishable from the general issue. Each morning the special long-period 
loans are removed from the sequence of the same day in the previous week, and the dates on 
which they are due for return examined. Those which have still three weeks or more to 
run are renewed at once ; the others, with only two weeks to run, are set aside and a formal 
notice is sent to the reader reminding him of the date on which the book is due for return. 
The “ pre-renewal”’ voucher is then removed from the book-card and filed for reference 
in case of any dispute arising, and the charging card and reader’s ticket filed again as an 
ordinary issue. A similar process is gone through if the book is asked for by another reader 
before the expiry of the loan period. 

For smooth working it is advisable to make the expiry date of the loan come on the 
same day of the week as the original issue of the book ; that is, if the book is taken out on 
a Monday the date of its return should be that of a Monday eight, ten, or any other number 
of weeks later up to the limit allowed. It is then possible, as renewals are made each week, 
to send off reminders exaétly a fortnight before the books are due for return. Further, as 
the renewals are made weekly instead of fortnightly they should only be counted as issues 
on each second renewal, to avoid inflation of statistical records. This can be done quite 
simply by numbering the voucher, 1 for the original issue of the book, 2 on its first renewal, 
and so on, only those given odd numbers being counted and recorded as the renewals are 
made. 

The amount of extra work involved in this concession to readers is not very great and 
is in any case offset to some extent by the reduction in the number of overdue notices which 
must be sent and in the number of renewals by post and telephone, but the most important 
consideration is the appreciation by readers of our efforts to help them in this and other 
ways. It has undoubtedly increased the confidence of at least one group of readers in the 
value of the public library service. 


Across the Counter 

By Miss I. G. F. Lamport. 
“ PreasE, Miss, is ‘ The Thirty-Seven Stairs’ in?” Trying not to smile, I said, “ You 
mean ‘ The Thirty-Nine Steps,’ don’t you?” Not the least abashed the youngster, in tones 
of injured innocence, replied, “‘ Yes, Miss, that’s what I said!” 

Incidents such as this add greatly to the spice of life in a Junior Library. Almost every 
day something occurs which is apt to cause great strain on one’s taétfulness and facial muscles, 

Once a child asked in all earnestness for “‘ Peter Pan” by Shakespeare, and on another 
occasion a boy asked for the ‘‘ Swiss Family Crusoe.” On being told there were two books, 
“Robinson Crusoe” and “ Swiss Family Robinson,” and asked which it was he wanted, 
he replied, “ I don’t know which it is I want; we were supposed to read it for school, and 
now I shan’t be able to, that’s good—are there any ‘ William’ books in?” 

Children seem to think that /ibarians, as they usually call us, ought to know every book 
in the library. I have been asked to find “A book with a monkey on the front, please,” or 
“a red book about a gnome with a long beard,” and once I was expected to find “ the book 
with a picture in it of a schoolgirl falling over a pail of water!” If one is not able to find 
these books, there results a very disappointed girl or boy who does not think much of your 
powers of “ /ibrarianship.” 

Some other queer things I have been asked for include a “ non-fiction ticket,” and once 
it even went so far as to become a “ non-conformist ticket ! ” 

Did you know “ Prester any ” was by Jack Buchanan? Neither did I until a few 
weeks ago. 
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Some time back a diminutive child, whose nose just reached above the counter, asked 
for a knitting book. While choosing one for her, | asked what she was going to knit. Rather 
to my surprise she said confidently, ‘‘ Well, you see, Miss, my mum’s got a new baby, so 
I’m going to knit him a coat.” The next time she came in I asked how the coat was progress- 
ing, and she answered in an airy tone, “ Oh, it wouldn’t go right, so I’m turning it into a 
tie for Dad.” 

Some parents do not seem to realize that children read different books nowadays from 
those of about forty years ago. One fond father, no doubt thinking he was doing his son 
a good turn, asked for an exciting school story, but on being shown some did not seem satisfied, 
and remarked, ‘ Have you got that one ‘ Eric, or Little by Little’? 1 enjoyed that, so I 
expect my son will.” So dear Ronnie, at ten years old, was given “ Eric, or Little by Little,” 
to read, just as his dear papa had been forty years before. 

Many and varied are the excuses given for not bringing fines. During the summer 
holidays one little girl (she was about seven) was asked why she had not brought her book 
back before. She replied with great dignity, “I was so busy packing to go away, I didn’t 
have time.” 

Another little girl, in answer to the same question, said brightly, “‘ Mummy says I‘ve 
forgotten my penny.” (Mummy, by the way, was at home.) 

As we have recently had an exhibition of hobbies, several children have been anxious 
to know where the specimens came from. One boy with a strong imagination, referring 
to some birds’ eggs we had, said, ‘‘ Did you and the other librarians get the eggs?” The 
mental picture I had of the three members of the Junior Library staff wildly scrambling up and 
down trees in search of birds’ eggs was almost too much for me, and I just managed to gasp 
a “ no” before I had to rush out of a convenient door to laugh in comfort. 

Taking a school class round the library can be amusing if you ask the children enough 
er Once they were asked, ‘‘ What do you do if you have not finished your book at 
the end of a fortnight?” The only answer forthcoming was “ Pay a penny, Miss!” 

On a Saturday, besides getting an assortment of children in, we also get an assortment 
of smells. Clove, peppermint, liquorice and aniseed waft across the counter, until you feel 
just the opposite to the advertisement—“Ah—Bisto !” 

Junior Library borrowers show themselves to be very thrifty. One Saturday a girl 
came in, her cheeks bulging with toffee ; when she was told to go outside and finish it, she 
calmly took the toffee out of her mouth, handed it to her small brother, with instructions to 
Stand outside and hold it until she came out, and to mind he didn’t eat it ! 

Another time a small boy was told not to eat sweets in the library, so he took the sweet 
out of his mouth and put it back into the bag. When he got outside he evidently met some 
friends, who were invited to have a sweet. Needless to say they all did, with great gusto, 
and I often wonder who got the bull’s-eye with the stripes licked off ! 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear Evripipes, NEVER THE AGE or GoLp. 

Now that you have determined to your satisfaétion, or otherwise, the amazingly gloomy 
future of everybody and everything, may I say, do remember the person in Boswell’s Johnson 
whose intelleét ordered him to be pessimistic, but who remarked that “ cheerfulness would 
always be breaking in.” You see, my ancient contemporary, no one of us ever lived in the golden 
age ; the good old times were always better than now and “ there’s a good time coming ” 
is the complement of it ; but since the day when two prehistoric folk committed suicide in 
order to escape from the light laxity of the day, the present has always been the worst of times. 
So, consequently, have been the people, and as librarians are the lowliest (if not the lowest) 
grade of people, to-day librarians are at their worst. Thus “ the music goes round and 
around,” as the most popular manifestation of the spirit of Now advises us. (And, by the 
way, the terrifying popularity of that rhythmic bilge proves, almost, much of what you say !) 


= 
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It wants the Arr OF MARGATE 
to blow away the clouds engendered in the mind by your epistle and all its implications. I 
am, one day, going to write an account of the modest and hidden virtues of youth. That will 
be as original as any praise of your virtues from library assistants will be! Now, however. 
as I say, let the air of Margate blow through our thinkings and dreamings. The northward- 
looking sea promenade in Thanet, with its miles of windy lawns, forms a prelude in the mind. 
You can’t walk there and be slow in your spirits or mind. The programme of the Conference 
is a most attractive one as I think, although, as in the many years gone, I shall find my chief 
delight and profit in the enjoyment of the company of my fellows in the lounge of St. George’s 
Hotel to pipes of ever-blessed John Cotton. Even if the clouds that I emit are peopled only 
with the ghosts of old conference-members—and the gaps grow wider and the ghosts more 
numerous every year—yet there will be a sense of association that exists nowhere else. As to 


THE PROGRAMME ITSELF 

—-shall we examine it day by day? I like to do this, because often something emerges from 
such a scrutiny that will make the meeting more useful. But, first, as someone, somewhere, 
has remarked, it is not a serial programme on standards or any other coherent study of libraries, 
such as Manchester gave us, that we are promised. That programme was too good to be 
repeated annually ; and, being so, of course brought out certain querulous critics. One such 
you read in the January Record (for you do read the Record, Euripides ?). ‘‘ L.A. Conference 
Delegate” likes his fare mixed; he found “‘ Manchester’s L.A. Conference the dullest and 
most depressing affair I have attended.” Surely, he could endure one conference where an 
attempt was made at a consecutive statement, even if it did mean a lot of repetition. Well: 
Margate will be mixed. Not quite so mixed as he suggests, because we shall not deal direétly 
with such now Stale topics as “‘ Library service and the cinema,” “ The press and the librarian’s 
ewer spo and “ Our contribution to education ”—subje&s which have occupied con- 
erences over and over again. Further—he goes on— 

If we must have “ comic relief” at our Annual Paper Chases, may I plead for a 
change from the gibes at Library Committees and their Chairmen? We may not be 
notably articulate but not all of us are nit-wits ! 

Really, this is the limit. Perhaps the word “ notably ” is the real qualification of this 
last sentence. The statement is a complete suggestio falsi. The only be me by a librarian which 
touched on committees did so with almost reverential respe&, and the only one that guyed 
them was a jolly one by a committee man. No librarian in his senses jibes at his masters ; 
he daren’t in the first place, and, in the second, most of us have a kindly affe€tion for our 
committees. I have. To return to the Margate programme. 

On Monpay 
we shall register, settle in St. George’s Hotel, where I hope my windows will face the vasty 
deep, and as I am not a “ Branch or Honorary Officer,” being indeed, in spite of grey beard 
and bald pate, too insignificant for any office, I shall not attend the meeting at 3 p.m., but shall 
spend the afternoon walking, walking and walking to the North Foreland and possibly to 
Broadstairs. I might even reach Ramsgate, merely in order to return by the most remarkable 
trams in England (if they still exist), which move with the lurching deliberation of immense 
antiquity, and cure in one ride any sluggish liver extant. Then, after (or before) dinner, I 
will scrupulously don my evening suit for the reception. Here, my Euripides, I plead for 
dignity. If a librarian cannot save up to buy himself an evening equipment and, having it, 
is too lazy to put it on, he should keep away from civic receptions. This is a matter of decent 
courtesy to one’s hosts, and the man who comes to such an affair in a tweed, or other, lounge 
suit is not, as he vainly imagines, an apostle of liberty and fraternity, but just an ill-mannered 
person. I hope the L.A. will put “ Evening Dress” on invitations where courtesy imposes it, 
and refuse admission to those who do not comply. I like these receptions, of course ; across 
seas of faces we catch glimpses of just those we want to meet and the struggle to reach them 
has its excitement. In the nature of things so many of us meet only once a year, and then 
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we have to limit the time we can give to our friends individually, and that is always a sad 
fa& in my opinion. On Tuespar 

work begins. There will be the Presidential address, a general session, three seCtional meetings, 
and a Public Meeting in the evening with an address by Mr. Hilaire Belloc. That soundsa fairly 
full affair. The address of the President is always a focus point in a conference. It is unlikely 
that Mr. Savage will be less interesting or effective than his predecessors. You probably 
recolleé the fine paper on the needs of readers and how to gauge them which he gave to the 
Glasgow conference, twelve short years ago. If he approaches that he will make the con- 
ference ; one good paper usually does ; but see what I shall have to say about Thursday afternoon. 

The General session in the afternoon of Tuesday will hear Mr. W. Geo. Fry, of Man- 
chester, and Mr. W. Pollitt, of Southend, on Library Staffs. One wonders what can be said 
to-day that is useful. Their small size, overwork, outlook, remuneration—all these things 
have been treated before, but possibly a review is about due. If you want to see what a library 
Staff (presumably) ought to be, look at that of the Children’s Department of Washington, D.C. 
—the American capital city which is about the size of Leeds. They have these :— 

Director of Work with Children 
Assistant Direétor 
Assistant to Direétor 
Order Assistant 
Stenographer and typist 
Supervisor, Work with Schools (and want an Assistant Supervisor) 
Assistant in charge of collections 
Four professional assistants 
Four pages 
One messenger 
and when you have recovered your breath you will learn that this is only the General Staff. 
After them come the Senior Children’s Librarian, the Advisor to Adults in Children’s Litera- 
ture, and then the other Children’s Librarians and their assistants. Washington has four 
major children’s rooms, two minor ones, and five sub-branch ones, 11 in all. I am not saying 
for a moment that the staff is too big; but, think, Euripides, what we could do with that 
force; the readings, the book seleétion, visits, personal work, exhibitions, catalogues, etc., 
etc., which now we do only in part. Why should we think such staffs the merest impossibility ? 
Of course, they are now; but when the “ library idea” is developed things may change. 
This is one facet, anyway, of Library staffs. The Sessional Meeting of the A.A.L. on Tuesday 
will deal with Staff training, Mr. T. J. Gillett, of Leeds, being the speaker. Leeds has a very 
full series of staff instructions and possibly that has some bearing on the matter. 

The University and Research Seétion will be privileged to hear Mr. Theodore Besterman 
on The beginnings of systematic bibliography. What an attractive title that is to those who 
know; but how many of us do know? What does the word “ systematic ”” mean here— 
reasoned, classified or what? Will the paper be a much-to-be-desired nistory of biblio- 
graphical practice, or an account of how to begin to make a bibliography ? 

Our County Seétion will hear Mr. R. Irwin, of Lancashire, on the Planning of county 
headquarters. It is an important matter, because obviously there are many economies and 
conveniences and a certain measure of dignity to be observed in such planning. The relegation 
of county library headquarters to ancient army huts, disused stables, old assembly halls, 
and so on, is a cheap method of doing the wrong thing. 


On WEDNESDAY 
Mr. Benson Thorne will open on Readifig for youth. _I expeét he will base his study upon the 
new Books for Youth which the Association has just put out. The subje& needs ventilation, 
and is about as difficult as any known to me. The Honorary Secretary, Mr. McColvin, will 
follow his heels with The library and leisure, which is, I suppose, a development of the 
subjeé&t. We know, Euripides, that with unemployment, demands for 5-days, 30-hour and 
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other inadequate working weeks, our people have more leisure than they know what to do 
with. In this time, which I still affirm is a better time than any the world has known, there 
are more people unfit to be their own companions than ever before. We must always be 
doing something; scorching, cinema-slobbering, wireless-doping—anything but stopping 
and thinking. The library may come in here, and help to make leisure creative and 
re-creative instead of merely a time to be smothered somehow. 

In the afternoon we shall have the Annual Business Meeting where, no doubt, we shall 
learn that the A.A.L. wants to plough its lonely furrow Still. Let it, say I. I expe& some 
foolish person will want the Minutes read or some other useless operation performed. I 
like a lively Annual Meeting, but there doesn’t seem any chance of that this year. 

The Sessional meetings this day will be a series of brief papers, furnished by the A.A.L., 
on What we doand why. That is to say, Miss S. P. T. Jacka, of eae will tell us how the 
central library office can be run; Mr. E. J. Hawkins, of Croydon, where they seem to provide 
a lot of it, will expatiate on Information not obtainable in books—surely an illimitable subje€ ; 
Mr. L. White, of Leeds, will treat The buying and lending of fi€tion, a real question in these 
days of fiction evanescence; and Mr. H. Wilson, of Leyton, tells us laconically that his subje& 
is Service. That ought to be a stimulating meeting. 

The University folk will study Microphotography, and the day will close with a meeting 
at 8 p.m. of those sinister folk the Examiners. It is useless to hope that the Cat and Mouse 
Exam., ludicrously called the “ intermediate,” will be condemned there as it deserves. It is 
interesting, Euripides, to learn that the intermediate examinations of other bodies, the 
Accountants, and the Bankers, for example, are also being made so severe that candidates 
are masses of nerves and physical wreckage after repeated failures. I know one of our 
candidates who has sat six times ; has passed cataloguing twice and classification twice, but 
never both together, and so fails because of the possible—well, I have no words to describe 
my horror of so wicked a method of mental torture. An examiner does a serious thing when 
he pra a candidate, but the L.A. examiners, who I believe are kindly people, do not seem 
to be aware of this. They seem to judge youngsters in their early twenties as if they were, 
like themselves, men with twenty years of study and experience. 

But we lesser folk, thanks be! have this one evening free. 

And Now Comes THurspDAy 
when we are to have a duel on Government control and inspection of libraries, opened by 
Colonel J. M. Mitchell and Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, with the President in the chair. These 
experienced speakers have to deal with the central question in modern librarianship and one 
on which the Association expects some sort of a lead, although I, for one, believe that there 
has been none of the clamour for it that some folks assert exists. One or two méetings have 
asked questions andthe London and Home Counties Branch has passed a resolution affirming 
the desirability of local control. The Carnegie Trustees certainly have advocated central 
control in their annual report, and this has, I suppose, brought the subjeé into the arena. 
The two speakers are known fighters who can be direé& and hit hard, but we know also that 
they can both be relied upon to keep the debate on a quite non-personal plane. I have called 
the affair a duel, but the programme calls it a discussion, which means no fireworks but an 
attempt at quiet reasoning. Let’s hope it may be possible, but we know that many of the 
older librarians who have suffered under the heels of clerks to education committees have 
Strong views. It is of course probable, but not inevitable, that central control will mean the 
abolition of the independent library committee and that you and I will someday take our 
orders from our Direétors of Education. I suspend judgment, but am sure that the astute 
Colonel Mitchell and the not callow Mr. Sayers will give us an interesting morning. 

The afternoon will see the doughty Mr. Jast on his feet, letting us know about Biblio- 
graphy and the deluge; I accuse. I can’t read much into the title ; but I think it means that 
the spate of books of every degree of goodness and particularly of badness demands that the 
sele&tive mind shall funétion in libraries ; that if we don’t ane our readers with what is 
best and segregate it in well-ordered and attractive lists we shall be swept away by the roaring 
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cataracts of commonplace literary garbage which thunder, fora moment, through the world. 
That’s a fine sentence, Euripides ; but, as I really don’t know, I may be entirely a-wash myself. 
What I do know is that Mr. Le can be irritating, perverse, wrong if you like, but he cannot 
be flat, stale or unprofitable. A full house for him, I prophesy. 

The auleail meetings wil be on Children’s work, with Miss P. T. M. Corbett, of 
Paddington, Miss E. G. Hayler, of Croydon, and Miss Watt-Smith, of Fulham, holding forth 
on co-operation with schools, classification or not, and making unpopular books attraétive 
(some proposition, Miss Watt-Smith !). The chair will be taken by Miss M. M. Hummerston, 
of Leeds. She and Miss Hayler are the most experienced of English children’s librarians, 
and the others are doing admirable work ; so that meeting should be good. 

In the County Seétion this afternoon Miss Stanley-Smith, the Oxfordshire librarian, will 
tell us about Personal contaéts with rural readers. Miss Stanley-Smith has had years of 
experience in the villages of Kent, “ vanning,”’ as the travelling about with the motor library 
to the village centres is called in that county. She herself, as you will see, if you don’t know, 
has all the personal qualities which must have made her contaét with the villagers a joy to them ; 
and what she says ought to be of the real stuff. 

While we are thus at work, our University brethren will have left to have a lunch at 
Canterbury and to see the Cathedral Library there. 

The evening brings THe ANNUAL Dinner, 


and when you realize that Mr. Salter Davies, who used to live at Margate, will propose the 
Mayor and Corporation (and His Worship will respond); that Mr. Jast will propose the 
main toast, Literature, and Professor Harold J. Laski will reply; and that Dr. Alexander 
Sandison will toast the Association, and draw response from the President, I think you will 
agree that, so far as the speakers are concerned, this Dinner looks like being livelier than 
usual. To Winp Up, 
on Friday we shall have a coach excursion to Canterbury and Rochester, and memories of 
St. Augustine, Thomas Becket, Charles Dickens and “ Edwin Drood” will form a fitting 
ending to a great week. 

Before I close, however, may I refer, my friend, to 

THe 

of books, appliances, furniture and so on? This costs the exhibitors money which we benefit 
from ; and there should, in fairness, be some profit to them. The exhibition is a little away 
from the meeting place (which will be the Winter Gardens) in the Ballroom of the Grand 
Hotel. The President will open it on Tuesday. Let us go along together ; because, after all, 
this is worth something to us. I am told, moreover, that this year it will be specially good. 

So—until June and beyond—the Fates be kind to you. 
Vale! ERATOSTHENES. 
[We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of ““ LerrERS ON Our AFFAIRS.’ 

— Editor, Tue Lrsrary Wor 


Prospects of the Margate Publishers Exhibition. 


Tue prospects for the Exhibition at the Margate Meeting in June are particularly bright. 
Arrangements have been made whereby Librarians will not have to pass through the 
exhibition on their way to meetings; so that when they visit the exhibition, the exhibitors 
may be sure of finding them in a propitious frame of mind to examine the exhibits carefully. 
The librarians, it is believed, wi so find the show more attractive than ever. All the 
exhibitors will be together in the spacious ballroom of the Grand Hotel and they are making 
renewed efforts to produce a tempting and really representative display of books and library 
appliances. Margate in June is a pleasanter proposition than Manchester in September, so 
what with the greater facilities that are being provided, and the chance of sunshine and 
ozone, everything bodes well for the success of the 1936 Exhibition, 
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Stories of wit and wisdom, pathos and philosophy. Commended. 2s. 6d. net 
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Stories of action and romance, for all readers. 2s. 6d. net 
OCEAN SPRAY. E. C. Terry 
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Poems of appeal to all poetry-lovers. 1s. net 
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Personal News 


Mr. N. E. Dain, A.L.A., Assistant, Watford 
Public Library, to be Senior Assistant, Coulsdon 
and Purley Libraries. 

Mr. K. M. G. Newbury, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Watford Public Library, to be 
Senior Assistant, Coulsdon and Purley Public 
Libraries. 


Library Topics 
The Editor of Tue Lrsrary Worup would be glad if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Mztter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

first of each month.| 

LIVERPOOL.—Plans and elevations for 
the new Norris Green Branch of the Liverpool 
Public Libraries, to cost £12,000, exclusive of 
land, have been prepared by the Director of 
Housing (Mr. L. H. Keay), in conjunétion with 
the Chief Librarian (Mr. J. F. Smith). The 
preparation of specifications and quantities is 
now well in hand. 

MANCHESTER. — In the Manchester 
Librarian, the journal of the Manchester 
Public Libraries Staff Fellowship for O&ober 
is given a paper by Miss Hilda M. McGill on 
“ Library Publicity,” read at a meeting of the 
N.W. Branch of the L.A. at Colne in O&ober. 

NOTTINGHAM.—The autumn issue of 
the Nottingham Public Libraries Bulletin is the 
first we have seen under the editorship of 
Mr. Duncan Gray, and we congratulate him 
on an excellent publication. The additions 
to the Reference and Lending Libraries are 
introduced by articles by the librarians-in- 
charge of those departments—Mr. V. W. 
Walker, B.A., A.L.A., and Mr. M. Northrop, 
B.A., F.L.A., respectively. 

SHEFFIELD.—Sheffield Public Libraries 
have issued a reading list on “‘ Mark Twain” 
in commemoration of the centenary of his 
birth on November 30th, 1835. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.— 
“ Drama for Everyman,” is the title of a new 
reading list issued by the Swinton and Pendle- 
bury Public Libraries. 

SUNDERLAND.—The Annual Exhibition 
of the Stanfield Art Society was held at the 
Sunderland Public Art Gallery from November 
30th to January sth. 

YORKSHIRE (EAST RIDING COUNTY 
LIBRARY).—On Wednesday, January 29th, 


the new Elloughton Branch of the County 
Library was opened by Lady Atkinson, whose 
husband, Sir Arthur Atkinson, K.B.E., made a 
gift of the site. The new building will serve 
a population of approximately 1,500, carries a 
stock of 4,000 volumes, and cost £750. A 
special rate of 3d. in the £ is levied to cover 
loan charges, salary, etc. (1d. Rate: £38). 
This, the second of the East Riding’s Village 
Branch Libraries, will be open for eight hours 
each week. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 
BraprorD Public Libraries, Art Gallery and 
Museum.—6sth Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian, W. H. Barraclough. Population, 
298,041. Rate 4.484d. Income from Rate, 
£30,229. Stock: Lending, 255,787 ; Refer- 
ence, 106,762. Additions, 37,950. With- 
drawals, 41,388. Issues: Lending, 
2,543,635 ; Reference, 150,217; Commer- 
cial Library, 129,073; Children’s room, 
163,755. Borrowers, 54,819. Branches, 
19. Travelling libraries, 15. 
The Libraries Committee record their regret 
at the passing of their late Chief Librarian, Mr. Butler 
Wood, at the age of 80 years. Mr. Wood retired from 


fiction at most of the libraries. 
library however, was more widely used than oe 


issues. The Children’s li 
bi 

number of borrowers. 279 organised visits to the 

libraries by parties of school children, totalling 20,980 

under the care of teachers, were recorded during 


Library provision in outlying distri&s is occupy- 
ng th anton of the Commis and already 


Crorpon Public Libraries —What Croydon 
Reads: the record of a year, 1934-35. 
Chief Librarian, W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
F.L.A. Population, 240,600. Rate, 2.5d. 
Income from Rate, £21,519. Stock: Lend 
ing, 178,661; Reference, 36,280. Addi 
tions, 19,342. Withdrawals, 12,570, Issues: 


fell below the three million mark owing mainly to a 
decreased demand for works of general literature and 
out at two of the smaller libraries, and in each case the 
hours of opening have been extended to afternoons 
instead of — only. Bradford is constituted a 
centre of one of four zones into which the county 
has been divided for the purpose of working the 
Yorkshire Regional Library System. 
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Lending, 1,443,626; Reference, 488,613. 
Borrowers, 69,870; extra tickets, 44,720. 
Branches, 4, and 1 held jointly. 

For the year just closed the record, as a whole, is 
one of Steady and consistent work, though carried on 
under some slight difficulty owing to alterations in the 
Central Library, The Central lending department has 
been completely remodelled, and for four months a 
restricted service for adults was carried on in the Junior 
library. In spite of this great inconvenience the 
circulation to adult readers was nearly 3,000 more 
than in the year previous. The Lending library was 
cleared and a idioeag carrying shelves on the walls 
and front balustrade was ¢ A new oak Strip 
floor was laid down. The department is now quite 
attractive and up to date, and conditions are much more 
oon to both readers and Staff alike. The demand 
for library facilities by residents in the outskirts of the 

rea is rapidly growing and the Committee have 

formulated schemes for meeting these needs. A site 
has been secured for a branch lib at Shirley, while 

“ unit libraries ” are to be eftablished in other districts. 

The percentage of population registered as readers now 

s at 29. A queStionnaire was circulated amon; 
readers with the objeé of ascertaining their needs 
desires in book-service, or deficiencies therein. A lar, 
number of replies were received, throwing valuab 

~ side-lights on the work of the libraries. Photographs of 
the remodelled library are published in the above Report. 

Dersy Public Libraries, Museum and Art 
Gallery.—64th Annual Report. Director 
and Curator, F. Williamson, F.R.Hist.S. 
Population (estimated), 140,986. Rate, 
2.84d. Income from Rate, £9,470. Total 
Stock, 73,645. Additions, 8,509. With- 
drawals, 5,856. Issues: Lending, 497,732 ; 
Reference, 26,264; Branches, 325,148. 
Borrowers, 32,347. Branches 2. 

A decline in the use of the children’s departments 
at all the libraries was the main cause of the drop in 
the total circulation. Several thousand issues were 
lost through the closing of one of the branch libraries 
for redecoration. The Central Reference department 
alone returned an increased output. The percentage 
of population now registered as readers Stands at 23. 
14 books were borrowed and 81 lent through the East 
Midlands Regi Bureau which came into Being at the 
pegenis of the year. A total of 10,126 items, which 
included binding, ing and lettering, were dealt 
with in the Library’s own bindery during the year. 
The heating system at the Central Library was brought 
up to date by the installation of a 400 gallon storage 
tank fitted with ele&rical immersion heaters instead of 
a fuel boiler. The Museum and Art Gallery was 
visited by 105,634 persons during the year. 

HEsTON AND IsLewortH Public Libraries.— 
30th Annual ein Borough Librarian, 
Harold Groom, F.L.A. Population (esti- 
mated), 94,000. Rate, 2.05d. Stock : 
Lending, 30,746; Reference, 2,033. Addi- 
tions, 6,060. Withdrawals, 3,169. Total 
issues, 363,776. Borrowers, 12,752; extra 


tickets, 1,965. 3 libraries. 
Mr. Groom expresses his 
the position to report that t 


tification at being in 
work accomplis 

during the year being reviewed, is in excess of any year 
since the establishment of the libraries. The principal 
cause of this is attributed to the Steady increase in the 
population of the distri. Greater publicity has also 


contributed largely towards 
The work of extending 
is Still progressing, the latest ep, ene being the 
opening of a separate junior library at Hounslow. This 
new department necessitated the rearranging of the 
whole building. Further progress is fores wed 
by the approval of the plans for a new building at 
Isleworth; the securing of a site for a library at 
Cranford ; the pro) extension of the Hounslow 
library ; and the opening of the branch at O: 
early this year. The total circulation for the past year 
was 26,690 above that of the year before. 
HuppersFieLp Public Libraries and Art 
Gallery.—37th Annual Report. Librarian 
and Curator, Horace Goulden, F.L.A. Popu- 
lation, 113,475. Income from Rate, £5,820. 
Stock : Lending, 61,088 ; Reference, 10,394. 
Additions, 6,428. Withdrawals, 1,866. 


pularizing the service. 


Issues: Lending, 421,973; Reference, 
8,894; open shelves, 22,500. Branch, 
17,755; Centres, $5,150. Borrowers, 


14,431; extra tickets, 9,812. Centres 3. 
1 Branch. 

The use made of the Central Lending Library was 
not so heavy in the year being reviewed as in the past 
few years, but this was balanced by an issue of over 
20,000 from the newly-opened Crosland Moor centre, 
This new evening centre, which occupies og of the 

remnises presented to the Borough by F. W. Taylor, 
Esq. was opened in Oétober, 1934, and proved an 
inStant success. Progress has been made in the direction 
of a new central building. The site has been purchased 
and a special committee appointed to inspeé other 
libraries with the view to obtaining information useful 
to the planning and administration of the new library. 
The Central Reference Library was the only 
to record an increase in use during the year. 65 local 
teachers have availed themselves of the privilege of 
using special cards which enables them to borrow up 
to four books at one time. a al 
held during the year in the Art y and attracted 
48,514 visitors. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep BarLow. 
Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New ae is 
thaps unique. It proposes not only to 
each the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what “— 
if any, these books have been changed. 
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information is not readily to be found else- 

where. 

Brown (S. J.) International Index of Catholic 
Biographies. Ed. 2. 1935. Burns, Oates 
and Washburn. tos. 6d. 

Originally published in 1930 by the Catholic 
Central Library, Dublin, under the title of Index of 
Catholic Biographies, and was the outcome of a catalogue 
of the books on the subject in the library. The present 
revision is much more comprehensive, and the number 
of entries has been almost doubled. A new feature is 
the seétion of general biographical reference books 
which extends to fourteen pages. The compiler is 
well known as a librarian and bibliographer. In his 
own sphere there is no greater authority, and he has 
produced a useful volume, the value of which is 
enhanced by the high Standard of the cataloguing. Asa 
bibliographical tool its value is not restricted solely to 
Catholicism, and the list of Catholic publishers of 
Europe and America will have its special uses. 

Cuay (H. A.) The Sanitary Inspector’s Hand- 
book. Ed. 2. 1936. Lewis. 15s. 

Although only published three years ago, the 
chapter on housing in the first edition is quite obsolete 
owing to the far-reaching effe€ts of the Hossie A&, 
1935. Other chapters have been amplified so that the 
book is forty-six pages longer. The Sanitary Officers 
‘outside London) Regulations, 1935, that came into 

on Jan 18, 1936, are given as an addendum. 

Exrorp (E. J.) Organization and Administra- 
tion of a Municipal Engineer and Surveyor’s 
oe Ed. 2. 1936. Pitman. tos. 6d. 

text of the 1928 edition has been re-set with 
revision of detail. 


unaltered. 
Haycrorr (W. C.) The Book of the Norton. 
Ed. 3. 1936. Pitman. 2s. 
Includes all 1932-6 models. 
Mackie (J. D.) Cavalier and Puritan. Ed. 2z. 
1936. Nelson. 7s. 6d. 
Originally published in the Teaching of Hi 
Series in 1930, the book has been reset Ih Ree 
format improved. There has been revision of the text 


throughout. 

Mackin (H. A.) Builders’ Estimates and 
Pricing Data : their preparation and analysis. 
Ed. 2. 1936. Chapman and Hall. 12s. 6d. 

The edition of 1926 has been rewritten to conform 
with the Standard Method of Measurement, 1935, and 
considerable additions have been made to the chapter 
on Plumbing consequent on the 1934 Byelaws of the 

litan Water Board. The scope has been 

to include Midland and Northern methods 
and many new subjeéts such as fire resisting floors are 
now discussed for the first time. The book is about 
thirty-five pages longer. 

MansFie_p(F. J.) Sub-Editing : abook mainly 
for young journalists. Ed. 2. Pitman. 10s.6d. 
_ The author, who is on the editorial staff of The 

Times, has made but few alterations to the 1932 edition. 

The present edition is on much better f. 

Pummer (R. H. A. and V. G.) Health, 


scope of the book remains 


Vitamins. Ed. 7. 1936. Longmans. 
3s. 6d. 

The advances made in this subjeé& justify the seven 
editions in eleven years. The present revision, besides 
incorporating the new knowledge, has been extended 
in scope and now gives a fuller account of the purpose, 
composition and Saily quantity of food. — 
Rostnson (G. W.) Soils: their origin, con- 

Stitution, and classification. Ed. 2. 1936. 
Murby. 20s. 

Although first published in 1932 the author has 
found it necessary to re-cast several portions of the 
book in the light of recent research. These changes 
deal chiefly with Pedogenic Processes, the Clay Com- 
plex, Base Exchange, Soil Moisture and Classification. 
A certain amount of matter has been deleted but the 
book is now some sixty pages longer. 

SpatpinGc (W. F.) The Finance of Foreign 
Trade. Ed. 2. 1935. Pitman. 7s. 6d. 

About thirty pages of new material has been added 
to the text of the 1926 edition. The principal additions 
concern the Government Credits Guarantee Scheme, 
and the chapter dealing with this gives all the forms, 
etc., at present in use. 


Sworrer (F. A.) Learning to Fly. Ed. 4. 


1936. Pitman. 7s. 6d. 

This is the first revision since the book was pub- 
lished in 1929. Whilst there has been no material 
change in the method of flying inStruétion, there has 
been some revision in the text to bring it up to date, 
and a new chapter of eleven pages on Aerobatics has 
been added. 

Younc (E. H.) The System of National 
Finance. Ed. 3. Murray.. 7s. 6d. 

The first edition of 1915 was revised and shortened 
in 1924, and in the present edition the chapters i 
with the National Debt have been considerably revised. 
The author says that the conditions of the National 
Debt change too often and too much to give any account 
of lasting value. He has, therefore, reduced the seétion 
on the Debt to of te Chi unchungite 
features. 

VARLEY, DOUGLAS H. Report of a Visit 

to the United States, April-July, 1935. 

24 pp., fep. (Mimeographed). 

Tue author is the assistant librarian at the 
Royal Empire Society, and he went to America 
through the generosity of the Trustees of the 
Phelps-Stokes Fund of New York and the 
Council of the Royal Empire Society, to visit 
and observe representative libraries, but 
chiefly for the unusual purpose of explorin 

source material relating to African native id 
Afro-American music. Besides being situated 
in the usual cities that most visitors call at, 
some of the fifty libraries in Mr. Varley’s 
itinerary were in places that most of us were 
not fortunate enough to see, and his Report is 
the more valuable and interesting on this 
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account. Such places for instance as Hampton 
(Virginia), Chapel Hill (New Carolina), Tus- 
kegee (Alabama), Nashville (Tennessee), and 
soon. The reason is of course to be found in 
the primary objec of Mr. Varley’s visit. 

One result of the increase in the numbers 
of British librarians to visit the United States 
is the truer and less distorted picture that we 
are getting of American libraries and librarian- 
ship, for on the whole, Mr. Varley’s impres- 
sions line on with those of others of us who 
have been recently. He noticed for instance, 
how much larger American Staffs are than our 
own, how much more specialization is en- 
couraged, what a greater social force the 
American library is than its counterpart at 
home, the utilitarian value attaching to books, 
the large number of endowments enjoyed by 
so many American libraries, and so on. 

Mr. Varley sees in the specialization on the 
part of library Staffs a danger of Sstaleness 
setting in; he says: “there are unusually 
few facilities for interchange of duties, and the 
specialist in cataloguing, classification orf 
reference work, tends to stay ws The type 
of young man and woman in libraries is still, 
apt to be the quiet and unassuming performer 
of set tasks, and few attempts are made to 
encourage them to use on their own account 
any of the immense resources which surround 
them.” Personally while agreeing to some 
extent with Mr. Varley’s view on the dangers 
of specialization, one is inclined to regard the 
concluding part of his sentence as a little 
unfair to American library staffs as a whole ; 
it certainly was not the impression that we 
ourselves formed. 

Mr. Varley seems to have been impressed 
with the facilities that are extended to students, 
not only for borrowing books, but for using 
them in the reference libraries, granting access 
to the book stacks, providing cubicles or 
“carrels,” on the lines of those recently 
introduced at Manchester and Sheffield, facili- 
ties for photostat copies, etc. 

In his conclusions, Mr. Varley agrees 
with the rest of us in most of the things that 
impressed him, such as the cheerful and 
untiring service rendered by the staffs,~the 
absence of restrictions, the realization that a 
great library exists not merely for the preserva- 
tion of its extensive resources but for the 
widest and most intelligent ase of them. H.A.S. 


al 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
ANNUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
AND LireraturE, Volume XV., 1934. 
Edited for The Modern Humanities Research 
Association by Mary S. Serjeantson, assisted 
by Leslie N. Broughton. Cambridge, 

Bowes. 7s. 6d. net. 

We are always glad to welcome this most useful 
annual bibliography. It is compiled on the same 
ment of the subjeé headings. A few small points occur 
to us in glancing through the pages. No. 2593, Pottle, 
should be under Typography or at least a reference 
given there. It is di it to make sure of all the entries 
relating to Novels, Magazines, Newspapers, the 
Theatre, efe., and a Subject Index would be very useful. 
Books For Youtu. A Classified and Anno- 

tated Guide for Young Readers, compiled 
by a Committee of the Library Association. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, General Editor. 
Library Association. 10s. net. Members, 
gs. net. 

The original edition of this book which was called 
“ Books to Read,” owed its inception to the Carnegie 
Trust and was compiled by Mr. Charles Nowell, a 
larger list was then prepared with the co-operation of 
representatives of Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs and — 
under the same title, also edited by Mr. Nowell. Mr. 
Nowell, however, was unable to undertake the task of 
editing this edition, but Mr. Bewick Sayers has taken 
his place and this volume contains a most comprehen- 
sive list of works suitable for youthful reading, Classified 
and annotated. 

Tue ENGuisH CaTALoGuE oF Books for 1935. 
Edited by James D. Stewart. Publishers 


Circular, Ltd. 15s. net. 
The g9th Annual Volume ! 
If continued existence is any criterion of the value 
of a publication then the English Catalogue must be a 
very useful work, which indeed it is. In some cases 
the details of a publication are missing, but this as the 
editors point out is the fault of the publishers. Con- 
sidering the faé& that there is no co’ ry registration 
of new = gata in England, this work is rematk- 


ably complete. 
MacCurpy (Edward) A Literary Enigma. 
The Canadian Boat Song: its authorship 
and associations. Mackay. 3s. 6d. net. 
The authorship of the famous Canadian Boat Song 
voicing the national aspirations and longings of the 
exiled Highlanders in the Far West, has always been in 
dispute. It has been quoted and admired by many 
famous writers, especially the most pathetic verse com- 
mencing, “‘ From the lone shieling of the misty island.” 
Mr. MacCurdy’s final judgment is that the author- 
ship must be attributed to Dr. David Macbeth Moir, of 
Musselburgh, and his arguments are forceful. 
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MupGE (Isadore Gilbert) Guide to Reference 
Books. 6th Edition. Chicago, American 
Library Association. $4.25. Reg. $5.00 
Inter. 

From the first edition the Guide to Reference 
Books took its as the most valuable work that 
the Reference Librarian can have at hand. It has held 
this position for many years and now in 1936 the sixth 
edition arrives to take up the work. The present 
volume extends to pp. viii., 504, the index alone cover- 
ing seventy-two pages of closely set type in three 
English reference books, but this is not surprising in a 
work of these dimensions. 

ScHOOLS, 1936. 13th edition. Truman and 
Knightley. 2s. 6d. net. 

The thirteenth edition of this useful volume con- 
tains all the usual features, a special map, a complete 
dire&tory of schools arran by counties, a tabulated 
list of Public Schools, announcements of various 
classes of schools. The whole is fully indexed with 
copious cross-references. 

WuirakEr’s CumMuLatTiveE List, 1935. 
Whitaker. 15s. net. 

In the total of works registered during 1935 we 
note an increase of nearly 2,000 over that of 1931. 
This increase is entirely in the field of reprints and new 
editions, as increase in the number of translations is 
more than balanced by the fall in editions de luxe. The 

ment of the volume is the same as usual the 
classified list, followed by the author and title list. 


GENERAL. 


ANGLIN (William) Stories from Brazil. Illus. 
Pickering. 1s. net. 

Stories of conversion in far-off centres. Several 
of them are reprints and here colleéted for the first time. 
Especially important is the work done in the schools. 
Boutnors (Helen Mary) Mystic India. 

Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

An unusual account of travel in India, which gives 
the reader an insight into the minds of the inhabitants 
of the vast and mystifying country. 

Braprorp (C. A.) Helena, Marchioness of 
Northampton. Illus. Allen and Unwin. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The life story of the young Swedish girl who was 
to become the Marchioness of Northampton forms an 
interesting sidelight on the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
The author has included the results of much original 
research in the Record Office, the British Museum and 
from Swedish sources in this book. 

Crosstey (F. H.) The English Abbey. Its 
Life and Work in the Middle Ages. With a 
Foreword by the Right Hon. W. Ormsby- 
Gore. Illus. by Photographs by the Author 
and others, and by Drawings by Brian 
Cook. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another volume of the English Heritage series, as 


PITMAN’S 


GAMES AND RECREATIONS 
SERIES 


Now Ready 
THE COMPLETE CYCLIST 


By Harold Moore, for many years a Councillor of the 
C.T.C. 158 pp. 2s. 6d. net. 

TRACK AND FIELD ATHLETICS 
By D. G. A. Lowe, Olympic 800 metres Champion, 1924 
and 1928. 130 pp. 2s. 6d. net. . 


HOCKEY 
By S. H. Shoveller and Marjorie Pollard, well-known 
Hockey Internationals. 146 pp. 2s. 6d. net. 


In Preparation 


CRICKET 
By W. M. Woodfull, the famous Australian Test Cricket 
Captain. About 2s. 6d. net. 


SWIMMING 
By H. E. Annison, British Representative, Olympic 
Games, 1920, 1924, etc. About 2s. 6d. net. 


TABLE TENNIS 
By Ivor Montagu, Chairman, Advisory Committee, 
LLL. About 2s. 6d. net. 


PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, W.C.2 


usual beautifully illustrated in line and photogravure. 

These illustrations provide a very comprehensive col- 

le&tion of the heritage left us by the English Abbey. 

‘The text gives a simple account of the life and funétion 

of the Abbey, and forms an admirable commentary to 

the pictures. 

Darwin (F. D. S.) Louis D’Orleans (1372- 
1407). A Necessary Prologue to the 
Tragedy of La Pucelle D’Orleans. Illus. 
Murray. tos. 6d. net. 

This is the first biography of Louis D’Orleans 
which has appeared in English. His life story is brief 
and dramatic, culminating in his murder. The author 
tells this story well and shows its bearings on English 
history. He also devotes space to the library and col- 
leétions of art treasures which the king made. There is 
an extensive bibliography. 

Dickinson (H. W.) James Watt, Craftsman 
and Engineer. Illus. Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press. 1os. 6d. net. 

The Story that Watt invented the steam engine 
will probably last as long as popular books are turned 
out by writers who are content to follow in the foot- 
Steps of the semi-scientific romancers of the past. The 
truth about the matter will be found in this volume 
and in the previous work on James Watt and the Steam 
Engine, by Mr. Dickinson, in collaboration with Mr. 
Rhys Jenkins. The work of Watt on the steam engine 

especially on the condenser must not be under- 
estimated but without Trevithick and his experiments 
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on high-pressure steam the evolution of the locomotive 
and similar engines would have been considerably 
delayed. 

These works on Watt must be in every library and 
will help readers to form a just opinion on the early 
history of the application of steam to industry and 
locomotion. 


Drvat (Edith Hickman) The Unveiled Vision, 
and other text and verse messages. Picker- 
ing. 1s. net. 

A little volume of devotional verse for the most 
written about texts taken from the Old and New 
eStaments. 


HamsHereE (David) We Need Mosaic Law 
Now. Werner Laurie. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author advocates an unequivocal and un- 
relenting return to the Mosaic Laws in all their severity. 
This he thinks would solve all our problems. ie 
views with great calm the reversals of our legal system 
which this would involve, for inStance the great exten- 
sion of the death penalty, and he has produced a most 
provocative book. 

Hivare (Shamrao) and (Verrier) 
of the Forest. The Folk Poetry of the Gonds. 
With a Foreword by Sir Francis Young- 
husband. Allen and Unwin. 6s. net. 

An anthology of songs colle&ted among the most 
ancient tribes of tral India. An introduétion gives 
an anthropological survey of the races to whom these 
—_ belong, and there is a short note on the technique 
of the songs and dances. 

Ince (Richard) A Diéionary of Religion 
and Religions, including Theological and 
Ecclesiastical Terms. Barker. 9s. net. 

An attempt to provide a dictionary which will 
cover all bra of religion and related subjects such 
as architeCture, ecclesiastical ritual, history, biography, 
etc. The entries are necessarily rather short, ly 
extending to more than a column, but on the whole 
the work is successful, though the choice of entries 
may im some cases seem rather arbitrary; Bertrand 
Russell but not Bradlaugh, Freud but not Jung, and 
so on. 

Jeiey (Harold) and Woopsrince (F. J.) The 
Book of the Vauxhall (Light Six). An 
Instruction Book for Owners and Pros- 
pective Owners of the 12 h.p. and 14 h.p. 
Models. Deals with Models from 1934 to 
1936. Illus. Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

Intended for owners and prospective owners of 
Vauxhall cars. A full specification of the cars is given. 
The technical survey is very full but the authors have 
tried to avoid technical language so that the owner 
may learn how to keep his car in good condition, 
without having extensive engineering knowledge. 
Jones (Joseph) The Coal Scuttle. Faber. 

net. 

The President of the Mineworkers’ Federation of 
Great Britain has here put forward the case of the 


mineworkers of Great Britain. He explains fully the 

present state and defects of the coal industry, and by 

means of constructive criticism presents the miners’ 
own vision of the future of the industry in this country. 

Jupson (J. A. V.) A Handbook of Colour. 
Including the Ostwald Theory and _ its 
Praétical Application. A Text-book for 
Teachers, Students of Art, and all inter- 
ested in colour. Illus. Dryad Press. 5s, 
net. 

All those to whom colour is important in their 
work will find this book valuable. This naturally 
includes printers, designers of all kinds and dress- 
makers as well as art teachers and Students. The 
author explains briefly the theory of colour, including 
the latest ideas such as Ostwald’s colour theory. Sug- 
gestions for practical work are included at the ends of 
chapters. 

Lewenz (H. I.) Eleétric Arc Welding Praétice. 
A Handbook for Welding Engineers and 
Welders. Illus. Crosby Lockwood. 8s. 6d. 
net. 

The art of electric arc welding is not an exaé 
science and the author has not attempted to make this 
book an exhaustive treatise. He has tried to show by 
practical examples some of the difficulties which the 
welder has to surmount, and the best methods of over- 
coming them. 

Liorp (Roger B.) Christianity History and 
Civilization. Lovat Dickson. tos. 6d. net. 

In this book the author has set out to demonstrate 
that the Ideals of Christianity and Civilisation are com- 
plemen to one another and that the one is useless 
without other. He supports his t with 
considerable force by a reasoned ap to history. 
He revolts strongly from the negation and defeatism 
of many modern thinkers and leads the reader to a 
more optimistic view of life. 

Low (Ursula) Fifty Years with John Company. 
From the Letters of General Low of Clatto. 
Fife, 1822-1858. Illus. Murray. 14s. net. 

General John Low, the author of these letters, was 
a distinguished soldier and diplomat. His letters givea 
very interesting picture of India during the period 1847 
to 1857-8. He was in close connection with both Lord 
Dalhousie and Lord ing and the self-sacrifice 
of these two great men is evident from his account of 
them 


MacseatH (John) Taken Unawares. Picker- 
ing. Is. net. 
series of Straightforward devotional studies on 
vafious topics, which are full of the author’s scholar- 
ship and religious feeling. 

MANSFIELD (F. J.) The Complete Journalist. 
A Study of the Principles and Praétice of 
Newspaper Making. With a foreword by 
Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George. Illus. Pitman. 
12s. 6d. net. 

The author, who is a journalist of many yeats 
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Standing, has produced a well balanced compound of 
the practical and historical. The reader will learn how 
a newspaper office is organized and a big daily paper is 
produced. He will also learn the evolution of the 
various processes which go towards the making of a 
newspaper. An important chapter is devoted to “‘ The 
Law and the Press.” The book is fully illustrated with 
facsimiles of old newspapers, specimens of modern 
layout and so on. 


Oakes (C. G.) Sir Samuel Romilly, 1757-1818, 
“ The Friend of the Oppressed,” His Life 
and Times, His Work, His Family, and His 
Friends. Frontis. Allen and Unwin. 18s. 


net. 

The subjeé& of this fully documented biography 
has been unduly negleéted in the past. He was a member 
of Parliament and Solicitor General, and he was chiefly 
responsible for the lightening of the criminal code 
which at that time was very severe. His influence on 
his time was considerable and this book fills a very 
serious gap in historical literature. 

OriGo (Iris) Allegra. Illus. Hogarth Press. 
5S. net. 

This book is the Story of the tragic offspring of 
Byron’s brief and trivial affair with the silly and 
impetuous Claire Claremont. The author has had 
aecess to some hitherto unpublished letters of Byron, 
who a rs in a bad light, owing to his callous treat- 
ment of his daughter, even when she lay ill and alone 
in the convent where he had placed her. The interest 
which Shelley had in Allegra is also brought out clearly. 


PaRKINSON (A. C.) Intermediate Engineering 
Drawing, including a course in Plane and 
Solid Geometry, and an introduétion to 
design. Pitman. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is the latest addition to Pitman’s National 
Certificate Series and is designed to cover the second 
year syllabus of the National Certificate Courses for 
Engineering Drawing and Design as set in the Inter- 
mediate B.Sc. of London University ; and also for the 
Probationary Ins rshp and similar G.P.O. examina- 
tions. It is divi into two parts, Geometrical Draw- 
ing and Engineering Drawing. 

Prrstapo (Laurence O.) The Roman Inva- 
sions. A Saga of the Caledonian Race. 
Illus. Allen and Unwin. 1os. net. 

The main thesis of this work is that previous 
historians have neglected the fat that the topography 
of England was not what it is now, at the time of the 
Roman invasions. This faét the author maintains should 
alter our understanding of the histories of Tacitus, and 
goes a long way to prove that the Romans did not 
conquer Scotland as it has been supposed they did. 
SHaw (Wm. A.) Sele& Traéts and Documents 

Illustrative of English Monetary History, 

1626-1730. Harding. 21s. net. 

: This is the first of a series of Economic and 
Historical Reprints. The original edition was published 
in 1896 and is much sought after. Traéts by Henry 
Robinson, Sir Isaac Newton, Sir Richard Temple 


and others are included. The book is attra¢tively 
produced, and should appeal to a large public. 


Sroxes (S.) Air-Gods’ Parade. An Epic of 
zoth Century Culture. Barron. js. net. 

The author writes of his book: “ This is not a 
sermon, nor a traét, nor disguised pro dished 
up as fiétion.” He is quite right and it is rather difficult 
to know how to classify it, but this is immaterial. It is 
enough that this book is written with great sincerity 
and besides giving a vivid piéture of any future war, 
makes a Strong plea for sanity among the nations before 
the disaster of another war, which at present seems so 
imminent, occurs. 


SUTHERLAND (Robert) Zambesi Camp Fires. 
Illus. Witherby. tos. 6d. net. 

The Zambesi Valiey, the scene of the exploits 
recounted here, is a veritable hunters’ paradise, un- 
touched by any form of civilisation. The author gives 
an account of his hunting experiences in this remote 
spot. Elephants, leo , and lions all came his way, 
and although he modetly tells us that he is not a great 
hunter, he seems to have been pretty successful on this 
trip. 

Tuomas (W. H. Griffith, D.D.) The Essentials 
of Life. Pickering. ts. net. 

These eight Studies by the well-known minister, 
reveal his peculiar powers of ition clearly. 
Among the subjeés he treats in this volume are 
“The Fulness of the Godhead ” and “ Righteousness 
through Faith.” 

Vitnay (Zev) Steimatzky’s Palestine Guide. 
General Survey in Collaboration with Dr. 
A. Bonne. Halcyon Book Co. tos. 6d. net. 

A complete guide to Palestine, giving a general 
survey, a description of routes from Palestine to Egypt 
and details of the amenities in all the ss 
towns. Illustrated with sketch maps and photographs. 


Waker (H. Wilfrid) Wanderings Among 
South Sea Savages and in Borneo and the 
Philippines. Illus. Witherby. 7s. 6d. net. 

A new edition of this book, which was so success- 
ful on its original publication before the war. It gives 
the reader a remarkable insight into the mind of the 
savages of Fiji, Papua, Borneo and the Philippines, 
where the author has spent many years. The illustra- 
tions are profuse. 

Warp (Richard Heron) The Powys Brothers. 
A Study. With 3 portraits by Gertrude M. 
Powys. Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Heron Ward has approached his subjeéts in a 
spirit of reverent adoration, which detraé&s from the 
critical merit of his Study. But all those who are inter- 
eSted in the literature of to-day will want to read this 
account of perhaps the most significant family of writers 
now living. 

(Ariadna Tyrkowa-) Cheerful Giver. 
The Life of Harold Williams, by his Wife. 
With a preface by The Right Hon Sir 
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Samuel Hoare, and a frontispiece. Davies. 
ros. 6d. net. 

Harold Williams was a brilliant journalist of the 
very highest quality, who by his work really influenced 
the affairs of Europe. He was in turn correspondent 
of the Manchefler Guardian, the Morning Poft and the 
Daily Chronicle, and then foreign editor of the Times. 
His wife has written a full and sympathetic account of 
his life and experiences particularly in Russia. 


Wru1ams (Harcourt) Four Years at the Old 
Vic. 1929-1933. Ilius. Putnam. ros. 6d. net. 
Mr. Harcourt Williams has given us a very full 
account of his four years’ work at the Old Vic. He 
has been responsible for many of the most successful 
productions which the theatre has known. He 
enlarged the repertoire to include the plays of Bernard 
Shaw. One of his most successful productions was 
that of the complete Hamlet, with John Gielgud in 
the part. 


Wrencu (John Evelyn) Struggle, 1914-1920. 
Illus. Nicholson and Watson. 15s. net. 

Mr. Wrench has had a distinguished career and 
has come in contaét with many interesting people. 
During the war period he was at first on the of 
the Daily Mail, and later secretary to Lord Rothermere. 
The Story of the founding of the English Speaking 
Union is given, After the war the author again came 
in contaét with famous charaéters such as President 
Wilson, Admiral Sims and others. 


Yee (Chiang) The Chinese Eye. An Inter- 
pretation of Chinese Painting. With a 
preface by S. I. Hsiung. Illus. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The author is an artist in our sense of the word, 
as those who saw his piétures exhibited recently will 
testify ; as well as an artist in the Chinese sense of the 
wank He writes as well as he paints. In this book 
he gives an historical sketch of Chinese painting and 
then discusses it in relation to literature philosophy, 
and in a chapter on inscriptions he shows how much 
the writing describing the piéture is an integral part 
of the design and the interpretation of the work. 
There are many excellent reproduétions of paintings. 


FICTION. 


Buck (Pearl S.) The Exile. Methuen. 7s. 6d. 


net. 

Mrs. Buck tells the story of an American woman 
who marries a missionary and goes with him to China. 
Here she finds many of her views on life are altered, 
and that she has no real sympathy for her husband’s 
work, which was the wrecking of their children’s lives. 


CuamBrun (C. Longworth de) My Shake- 
speare, Rise! Recollections of John Lacy, 
one of His Majesty’s Players, with Preface 
by Andre Maurois. Illus. by Robert 
Genicot. Lippincott, and Shakespeare Press. 
7s. 6d. net. 


An historical romance of the life of Shakespeare, 
by a well-known Shakespeare scholar. The author's 
great knowledge of her subject is obvious and she has 
written a Story which holds the interest as well as giving 
all the available faéts about a life of which we know 
so little. 


Cxouston (J. Storer) Scots Wha Ha’e. Jenkins, 
7s. 6d. net. 

A flavour of the Loch Ness monster, in another 
spot in bonnie Scotland, hangs over this, the latest 
effort of the great humourist, who has held such a 
tenacious position in a 7 circle of readers who enjoy 
this class of farcical no 


CusHMan (Clarissa Fairchild) Judith. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A clever story of the clash of temperament in 
marriage. Judith is country-bred and revels in garden- 
ing and farm pursuits. Her husband is an architeé 
and can only gain fame in his profession by living in 
cities and cultivating townsfolk. The breach between 
them widens. Many things happen before it is healed. 


Dantet (Roland) The Stool Pigeon. Wright 
and Brown. 7s. 6d. net. 

The Master Criminal with dead fish-like eyes, in 
spite of his wonderful methods and organisation, made 
a mistake or two which enabled Det. Insp. Walk to 
clear up the nasty baby-kidnapping and white slave 
business which was spreading rapidly. 


Drxey (Marmaduke) Hell’s Bells. A Comedy 
of the Underworld. Faber. 7s. 6d. net. 

A queer story which will appeal to those who enjoy 
a spice of the occult. It handles in very clever fashion 
the idea of the transmigration of souls after death into 
the bodies of the newborn. The charaéterisation of the 
two beautiful sons of the dying Marquis and the subse- 
quent development of the elder one is almost diaboli- 
cally brilliant. 


Downtnc (Todd) Vultures in the Sky. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Death in a Pullman on its way through Mexico. 
The local colour (to say payee of the local dust and 
heat) is well displayed and the inveStigation carried out 
on board the car is well described. 
a curious twist at the end. 


Eastwoop (Helen) The Flaxen Flame. Wright 
and Brown. 7s. 6d. net. 

Verena Marsh and Wanda Witkiewicz are cousins 
and friends. Wanda marries but is unfaithful to her 
husband. When her child is born, Verena plans to 
make it her own. To do this she has to sacrifice her 
pride and marry a man who does not want her. An 
po Story in which ultimately Verena wins ‘her 
reward. 


E.persHaw (M. Barnard) The Glasshouse. 


Harrap. 7s. 6d. net. 
Stirling Armstrong, the novelist, sets sail on 4 
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Norwegian boat from Antwerp for her home in 
Australia. During the voyage she writes pen portraits 
of many of her fellow passengers. The collaborators 
in this novel have a remarkable power of welding their 
ideas into a living piéture of people and things as seen 
through Stirling’s eyes. Their quiet portrayal of days 
true to life 


FARMER (Bernard J.) Go West, Young Man. 
Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

An unpretentious story of a young Englishman 
who goes to Canada to earn his living, His life and 
Struggles as a silk Stocking salesman, as a miner and in 
other jobs, are described with truth and humour. He 
does not become the great engineer of his dreams, but 
in the end he secures a good job, marries and is happy, 
planning the future of his son. 


Jepson (Edgar) Lucy and the Dark Gods. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Lucy and Drusilla took up their residence in the 
cottage left them by their uncle and then things Started. 
What with gangsters, South African niggers and such 
like, they had a real great time and (of course) got out 
ontopat the end. How Valentino found the Star of the 
Cape is a bit of a myStery but it got into the right chest. 


KniGut (Koboed) Rose of Israel. Blackie. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Rosa Gould—erstwhile Goldblatt—is a young 
Jewess who feels many of the inhibitions of her race. 
She has reached the age of thirty without finding the 
right partner in life. Her uncle Vosper introduces 
her te the eligible Mr. Schweizer, but she prefers a 
Gentile, Jim Martin, who is already married. The 
Story has a tragic note, unrelieved when Rosa inherits 
a fortune, but it is distinétly above the average. 


Linpsay (Kathleen) Sea Scandal. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 
A rather lurid Story of scandal and intrigue on a 
_ ¢tuise in a luxury liner. A climax was reached when 
the ship’s doétor was found murdered in his cabin, 
and the heroine confessed to his murder. 


Mocatra (Frances) Night Club Harvest. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mrs. Charlton, with wicked intent, takes a house in 
a quiet London Square and turns it into a night club. 
One by one she wins over the inhabitants of the Square, 
by fair means or foul. But the scandal becomes too 
great and her plan collapses. There is much sparkling 
vulgarity, and a background of truth 


Mowery (William Byron) The Outlaw Trail. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A gripping story which starts with a frame-up in 
which Alan Laramie is accused of murder and the 
Stealing of valuable furs. He is helped by a girl to 
escape from gaol and she shares his adventures as an 
outlaw. Definitely above the average of stories about 
the Canadian North West. 


PEROWNE (Barry) Raffles under Sentence. The 
Amateur Cracksman’s Escapes. Cassell. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The reincarnation of Raffles by the incantations 
of Mr. Barry Perowne is not too bad. If one misses 
the light and airy touch of Hornung, the <a 
the dash to Lords to save a cricket match, well, times 
have changed and perhaps we have changed with them. 


Pratt (Fletcher) Detective No. 1. Case His- 
tories of Ellis Parker, American Deteétive. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mount Holly, N.J., may be a rather quiet v 

but it is the county seat of Burlington County fo 
these dozen cases ate typical of the criminal records of 
the county, the quiet seems rather exaggerated. The 
cases are quite good and the detective work is of the 
common sense variety without any frills of scientific 
investigation. 


RicHarpson (Gladwell) Sun in the West. 
Ward Lock. 35. 6d. net. 
Scene laid in Arizona. A mine called “ Million 
Dollar Lode.” A feud. A love story. Guns and 
bandits. A burst dam. Page after page of thrills. 


RouMeEr (Sax) The Bat Flies Low. Cassell. 
7s. 6d. net. 

One of the author’s semi-occult thrillers. The 
main thesis of a light so powerful that it produces 
blindness has been used before in a novel called “‘ The 
Blinding Light,” but the surroundings are in Mr. Sax 
Rohmer’s quite individual style. 


SmiLanskyY (Moshe) Palestine Caravan. Trans- 
lated from the Hebrew by I. M. Last. With 
a foreword by General Sir Arthur Wauchope. 


Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A volume of short stories depifting the everyday 
life of the various types of people, Jews and Arabs, 
which are found in Palestine to-day. The author 
writes well, from a deep experience of the scenes he 
describes. 

Tempest (Jan) Be Still, My Heart! Mills and 
Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 

Lorne Carey has an accident which gravely affects 
her future. She is unable to the man she adores, 
and has to find some way of ing such a marri 
impossible. The way actually takes Strains 
reader’s imagination somewhat, and as the Story 
proceeds the Strain increases. 


Wutson (Alexander) His Excellency, Governor 
Wallace. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

After the previous adventures of Sir Leonard 
Wallace one would have imagined that he would retire 
on his laurels. Not on your life! Here he is again in 
the middle of it in the Far East. Triumphing over = 
the conspirators with his usual verve, he meets 
reward at last. But even now we doubt whether aa 
ment is indicated. Perhaps he will turn up at Addis 
Adaba or Rome next. 


q 
5 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


BULLETIN of the American Library Association, 
February, 1936.—DECORATION, February, 1936.— 
INDIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL, January, 1936.-— 
THE LIBRARIAN, February, 1936.—-THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT, February, 1936.—THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, February, 1936.—THE 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, January 15th, February 15th, 
1936.—MANCHESTER, Bulletin of the John Rylands 
Library, Vol. 20, No. 1, January, 1936.—READER’S 
REVIEW, Official Organ of the Wellington Public 
Libraries, November, December, 1935 ; January, 1936. 
—WILSON BULLETIN for Librarians, February, 


1936. 


The Library Association 


BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT BRANCH 


AND THE MIDLAND DIVISION OF 
THE ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT 
LIBRARIANS. 


A MEETING of the Library Association, Birm- 
ingham and Distri& Branch and the Midland 
Division of the Association of Assistant 
Librarians, was held at Kidderminster on 
Wednesday, February 12th, 1936, by kind 
invitation of the Chairman (Alderman R. S. 
Brinton, J.P.) and Members of the Kidder- 
minster Library and Museum Committee. 


During the afternoon visits were paid to 
the carpet works of Messrs. Brintons, Ltd., 
and Messrs. Carpet Trades, Ltd. Also, 
Councillor G. S$. Tomkinson, O.B.E., M.C., 
the well-known authority on fine printing, 
had arranged an Exhibition of Modern Fine 
Printing in the Art Gallery. Members had an 
opportunity afterwards of inspedcting the 
Kidderminster Public Library, which has 
recently been entirely reorganised. 


Members were officially welcomed by the 
Worshipful the Mayor (Councillor Miss E. C. 
Addenbrooke, J.P.) and entertained to tea by 
kind invitation of the Chairman (Alderman 
R. S. Brinton, J.P.) and Vice-Chairman 
(Councillor E. G. Eddy, M.B.E., J.P.) of the 
Library and Museum Committee. 


After tea the Junior Meeting was held in 
the Museum. The chair was occupied by Mr. 
F. N. Reed, of the Wolverhampton Public 
Libraries, and a paper, entitled “ Some staff 
problems from the assistant’s point of view,” 
was read by Mr. R. W. Bowdler, F.L.A., Chief 
Assistant, Kidderminster Public Library. _ 
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The Library Association Meeting followed. 
Owing to the absence of the chairman, Mr. 
H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A., City Librarian, 
Birmingham, the chair was occupied by 
Mr. H. Woodbine, Chairman of the Birm- 
ingham and Distrié Branch. Unfortunately, 
Councillor G. S. Tomkinson, O.B.E., M.C., 
who was to have read a paper on “ Modern 
fine printed books,” was prevented from being 
present owing to illness. His paper was read 
by Mr. A. E. Turner, Borough Librarian and 
Curator. This was followed by Mr. Turner’s 
own paper on “ The Kidderminster Library 
Re-organisation.” Both papers were of great 
interest and provided ample material for 
thought. The meeting closed with votes 
of thanks for all those who had contributed to 
the success of what had been a very enjoyable 
visit to Kidderminster. G.L.B. 


Preliminary Meeting of the 
Proposed Essex Guild of 
Librarians. 


On Wednesday, March 18th, 1936, at 7 p.m, 


by kind permission of the Chelmsford Publi¢ 
Library Committee, a meeting will be held at 
the Public Library in Duke Street, Chelmsford, 
to discuss the formation of a Guild of Essex 
Librarians. A paper on the “ Public Library 
Service in Essex ”’ will be read by Mr. J. G 
O’Leary, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of the 


Dagenham Public Libraries, and the chaitg 
will be taken by Councillor E. C. Ashton 
Chairman of the Chelmsford Public Library 
the evening an oppor 
tunity will be afforded by Mr. J. L. Wilsonjam 
F.L.A., and his staff, for inspeéting the recently 


Committee. Durin 


constructed public library. 


It is hoped that in addition to librarians and in 


assistants in Essex, much support will Be 3 i 


forthcoming from London and the Home 
Counties. This is the first opportunity foe 


inspeéting the new Chelmsford Public Library 


an attractive example of modern libraiy 


planning, and Mr. O’Leary’s paper promise 
A 


to be both provocative and important. 


frequent rail service connects Liverpool 


and Chelmsford, and the Eastern Nation 
buses run every half-hour from Bow [L.M.ag 


Station. Both bus and railway stations are on 


two minutes from the Public Library. 
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